
Walter A. Plecker and the Patawomecks 
 

The PITV currently claims it was necessary to hide their Indian ancestry from Walter A. Plecker, 

Virginia’s Registrar of Vital Statistics.  According to former “chief” Robert Green, this period of hiding 

spanned from 1924 (Plecker’s Racial Integrity Act) to 1967 after the decision in the case of “Loving v. 

Virginia” that made interracial marriage legal in Virginia.  According to him, had the group not done this, 

they would have been required to send their children to schools for Black students.  Based upon the 

lineages presented below, this was not true. 

 

In 1943, Walter Plecker sent the attached list to Virginia hospitals, doctors, and county court 

clerks who at that time shared the responsibility for recording births, marriages, and deaths.  Plecker was 

obsessed with Indian or mixed-race families who might successfully pass themselves off as White.  He 

hired a professional genealogist and, with the help of a staff, spent nearly twenty years researching these 

families in order to compile the attached list.  The family surnames were listed county by county and city 

by city.  You will note that neither Stafford nor King George Counties are included on Plecker’s list.  

Also absent are the eighteen or so surnames now claimed by the PITV as Indian names.  Walter Plecker 

had no interest in the Stafford-King George area because over a century of public records, to which he 

had ready access, showed no Indians residing there. 

 



 


