
SCOVER

Stofford County Historicol

P.O. Box 1664
StafFord, VA 22555

info@discoverstaff ord.ors EI
irttps:l rdiscoverstafrorc or g ffi

January 12,2026

The Honorable Eugene Simon Vindman
lOO5 Longwofth House Office Building
Washington, D.C.20515

Subiect Opposition to House of Representatives bill H. R.4750

Dear Representative Vind man:

I am writing ro express the Stafford County Historical Society's concerns about your support of
House of Representatives bill H. R. 4750, which seeks to extend Federal recognition to the
Patawomeck lndian Tribe of Virginia, lnc.

Attached is an official copy of the societys position on the historical status of the Patawomeck Tribe
of Virginia, lnc. After a thorough review of all avallable scholarship, we do not find any evidence that
supports the PITV'S claims of native descent or of tribal continuity as related to their current petition.

ln a recent action, the Stafford County Board of Supervisors terminated a lease agreement with the
PITV due to that group's failure to produce records proving their legitimacy.

lt is important to understand that this bill is not simply conferring an honorary designation to a group
that wishes to identify as a tribe. lnstead, it will confer a legal statement that the united states
recognizes this group as the non-broken 36o-year continuance of an lndigenous tribe and grants
them federal rights that they do not deserve.

Assisting the PITV to appropriate an identity that cannot be proven has negative consequences for
the historic record at the county and state levels Moreover, lt severely undermines and devalues the
work that has been accomplished by atl prior lndigenous groups to receive this same recognition.

Thank you for your time and serious reconsideration of this matter.

Doris McAdams
P resi d e nt, Staffo rd Co u nty H i sto ri ca I S o ci ety
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Position Staternent Regardin g
the Patawomeck lndian Tribe of Virginia

As the premiei- organrzation for researching, dacumenting, and interpreting Staiford County history,
the stafford County Historical Society (scHS) prioritizes the stories of all eras, peoples, and places in

Stafford County. Additionally, the SCHS recognizes tfre importance of inclucling marginalized and
often omitted stories anc individuais as it seeks to discover and share an inclusive and cornprehensive
nistory of Stafford County, Virginia. The purpose cf tflis Posilior-- Stalement is lo oLrtline the SCHS'S
position regarding the current efforts by those identifving as the Patawomeck lndian -l-ribe of Virginia
(PiTV) to receive FecieraltriDal recognition

Backqround

l-he SCHS has a long record cf recognizing and celebratine Stafford's Native American history
inclucing the original Pa[awomeck.Tribre that disappeared irom lhe records in the l/'th century lhe
PITV was created in the mid,lg9os anc in 1997 tl'te SCHS prorriced lhis group with a letter supporting
tl-)eir efforls to atfain Virginia recognition withorjt research The Virginia General Assembly granted
recognition to the PITV in 2O1O, despite the faca that the Virginia Council on lndians (VCl) had twice
tllrnec thenl do\'i/n trecause of inadequate docJmentalion related to their descent from the
Patawomecks and proof of tribal continuity. The PITV is now seeking federal reccgnition via a bill In
the House of Representalives introduced by Rep. Abrgail Sparrberger (D-Va.) and co-sponsored by Rep.

Jen A Kiggans (R-Va), Rep Jennifer Wexton (D-Va), Rep. Rob Wittman (R-Va.) and Rep Morgan Grilfitlr
(R-Va )

SCHS Standards

I he Staflord County Historica! Sociefy uses generally approved hist':rical research methods to gather
and evaluate evidence from primary and secondary sources to interpret hislorical events accurately.

SCHS Research and Conclusion

Tc understand the statements made in the bitl introciuced cn the Fllv's trehali the SCHS has
completed our own extensive research on the fristory o1'Native Peoples in Stafford County, utilizing
prin:ary and secondarjv resources- Copies oi our researcf] can be viewed on tire Discover Siafford

availaLlle scholarship and origlnal docJments, \ /e cannol find any evidence to sLrpporl lhe PITV'S claims.
we believe trrat appropriating an identity that cannot be proven undermines and devalues tne work
lhat had lo be done by prior groLtps in order to receive this same recoCnition DLre lo the Eroup's
Virginia reccgnition, we also believe thal there have already L;een negative consequences to the
histofic record on bath the colrnty and state levels that would be compounded slould the iederal
petiticn be successfui.

Neveftfleless we cc understand that historical interpretations are, by necessity, sutrject to challenge
and over time an interpretation may be queslioned, found inadequale, refined, or even completely
overthrown by a new, more convincing explanation. SCHS remains open to any new scholarshlp on
this, ancl all Staflord County related topics, that may colr're to light in lhe future anc \^/ill Teview our
position as warranted.

Auqust \2424
Staflord Counll/ Histo rical Sociely
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