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in 17C?, a tj.ne rhen the country,
dentocracy and the Constitution rxere still
Gerd, a cnureh "*as also beginning, whicn like
i.l:e eountry, is stlil in existence tr:day.
Unlike the ccuntry, this churcn iras undergone
rernarkably littlc coanfic j.n :orn ancr doctrine
over its J.ong perioo of deveiopnerrt. -*hite
Cak Flrmj.bive .3aptist Cnurch in Sr,ai'i.'lrd
County, Virginia :.s tnis ehurci..

Tne ,.rhite Oak Prj.micive 3aptist, Church,
or:-ginaliy Knciin as tne l.hite Oex Crrurch of
Chrrst was establisheq rfat a cnurch meet,i.ng
held at hhite Oak rieeting house on Saturoay,
Ssi,eber 24r 17d9, the saici ehurcn was
eonst,ituteti anri ueclarei indepenaent o;.. all
r:thers believing anq holding forth the
sochrine ot election Brrc tne i'inal
p6]rseser&rce o:l the saints to l*nicn covene.nt
u* all sg::ae tnis Jlst cf October same ciate
p;"*ying tbrat God i{ou}d pres€rve us ana ke.:p
us from 4.1"1 evil. Am&n.fi

B::*'bher Andnew Le:-tch was chcscn by tire
*}:uv;ch as its first pastor" Lrrring ilder
Le,i*chrs pastorate at ,.d'nite Oak, riiscipl:ne
was of major coRcern. Christ saio tc rrwith-
clraw frorn every brother that walks riisorderl"y,l
snd rdlnite Oak adhereei strictly t,r that
pri.:neiple. iitrrlm the ehurehrs founding in
37{}9 to }795, the church met f,ii.reen times.

In 1"0?J,l, Elder Denuiet Davis becaae
pa*tr:r of klfij.te Oak. D.rri-ng Elder Davist
.pestorateu ihe church corrtinued to develop--
*he &CIrdts Supper wes made a church ordinenee,
en*'e <lay of, soLema fastlng and prayer wes
de*filed, nseessary and mede e part of the
elaur*ts$s prectlces. A church constifultisn

and rules of decorrun rere drann up at
this time and presented to the chureh
members for a vote.

',^Jhite Oak Ohureh of Christ became
kno*rn as the 'vihlte 0alc Prirltitive Baptist
Clrurch in 1832. The rord nprfunitlves
signified lrtrite Oakrs adherenee to the
orj"ginal doctrines set forth by Christ and
hi-" apostles. 0n September 8, 1d35t
John Honcure gave the trustees of the
church rtthe meeting house and one acre of
land aLtaehed thereto.n Elder John Clark,
in tr3"ing to assure that White Oakrs
doetrine uould aluays remala pri-mitive,
iraci inserted in the deed e copy of the
chureri t s doctri.nes.

In September 1909r aBplS.cation ueg
made by 'rdhite Oak ohurch to the Circuit
Court of Stafford to confi.rzn three trrrst,ees
for ths church. ?his beginning of fonnalitS
and *erernony, along yi.th the first mention
of invr:Lvement trith a governlng 'oofu outslde
tne chureli makes one &ware thet trlhite 0ak,
whiie stilL hotrdlng to its prlmltive
doctrunes, r*es becoming more tnvolved rith
diie worlcl around it.

Tl.re '*ltlte Oak Prieitive Baptist Churah
raeets twi,ce monthly" The servj.ces are
c.;:rdueted basiealS.y as they were i.n 1789--
tl:e rninisterial port5.:n folLored by the
bustness meeting.

ldhlte 0alc t s policy of resisting change
and adhering to its primltive doctri.nes
remaiRs firmly in place" Idhite Oak sas
based on the foundersr J.nterpretatlon of
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PRESIDE$TI S S*;LIT,tr

Dear Hembersl

Hlstari* preservatlcn takes marqr fotms.
',,lhile we, the in*rrbers of i{istoris F"almouth
Torrne and ,5ta1'f*ril fieunty, Inc", have been
concerned rith the pr*s*rvati.cn o{' such
Staffmd. ff*unty latr*marks as the Sl:e1ton
Cottage, the gurv*;rr:Fis Office, Haster Hobby
School aJ:d *1{i {Ini*n Church, the residents of
the South &riwns of ik:.gland are interested in
presel"rirrg quite a dl"fferen't for:n of structure.
.]ohn $so*t, rif fl*u*e ], Stafford, recently sent
me a fr:ld*r and prs$s rel*ase about the
preserv;rtio,n c.{ tw* nin*ieenth eentury
nindrnllie "{,* $rres*xs }}i€iand,, &ear the lFrgllsh
Chaimetr"

Tire wj-r:cimille are :'cfemed to Ioea11y as
Jack and JIU-, Jm*ku tiie larger of the tro,
uas used X'or ti:* mcr"e d*mendiag flour
produetion, 3.*av5;i$ iiil to handle the lighter
grlsi workirug" Tire *wo miltrs formed an
excellent tre,inimg groun"J for apprentice
rrillere and 1t ws:s r*portee that fiquite a
number of latter day Suesex millers spent tine
here rorki-rag unr*er Hr" eo E" Haramondn on Jack
end JiLl"

fn 3.95S, ?J,.fie #i'ry?sr ga:re 'blr* sma"i-1er Jill
ctill to +"fu41 frxeL:f i *-!. B,;ral Eisirict Couneil.
Jaek sae sir*i.ierly eonveyeri Ln 1966. But it
rag itot" iiu:.;i.l 1,9?-i*74 thar s thorough
inspecti r:rr ,:-.i *!i-if reyegied the need f or
!rmed.ia+*s rel.eirs -.,o 89.?€ the srill" The
Distri,er., i;,ri-irr:1"s s1'li Pai"lsi: Oouncj.lf s
repres€:rr,ctives iir*t *iiti: nem'ners of ttre $uegex
Industrial ischae.,l+g:*e1 ;Geist"y--uell knoun
for thelr restr-,raii6:l !;Etr.k on mll"ls--e&d a ner
Jeck and ii1i Hirre.raili"s r*r-eeerve'ulon Soclety
sas fcr::o:ed- fn ii;e iirst Je&fr E10r00O sas
raised. A grani $I E6,0OU i.es approved. by the
Departnent of lirc &:"*1,r.*naent, amd preservation
work thet e*'uis *v*ntualtry eost L?SrffiO on JIIL
aIone, !s&s scart,o;d* The loeatr Soelety
cont,,lnues to ;'aj^se m*ReJr t,,o su.pport the ongolng
preservat,!.o:: wu::"k *n b*th ml}l"s with proJects
noi *&111<a .'.iJ' r-;-rscl Fel411}er f'xm-:i ralsing eyentg.

fhe p**.n"i; ,*',fl *ry lf.ies5{6.ffie iS that segringly
lmpossibl* pn*;!e*i*i *.&n h,e x.c*oraplished rrlth
the dsdles*'fued u*rk *S :In6*rested i-$divldual.t,
properJ";1 in**isaa*eri *nd 'ptrg*,r:"iaed.. I urge rl1
members of" Hfel*s:le Falrn+uth Tatsre end Stefford
County" Ine" ** glve theln time urd energy
rhenevex' cslled upor: to d* ss for work on the
organiaa'Llon's ongermg pr**tocto" In that way,
we ryil"l" accompllsh mrail f,*r the good af our
cc"*.nty.

Riehex'<i S" fi.eid
Preetdeat

Please enroIl me as e msnber in Historic
Falnouth ?osne and Staffcrd County, Inc.

Active: $1,O0
Sustaining: $lC.0O
life: $5O"OO

N"ane

Adclress

CitY State

Zip Code

New f! Beneral I
!lai1 to: Hlstoric Falniouth torne and

Staffeird County, Inc.
P.0, Box 5250
FaXmouth, VL 2?hA3-O?5A



Continued from front pa.ge

Bibllcal principles. These original
princlples dld not a1]oy for change and ease
of adherenee yas not a consideration ln their
development. These rorshlpers set themselves
a difficult path but one they have been able
to fo11ou for elmost tro hundred years.

Extracted frcm nA Hlstory of
'i,lhite Oak Prlmitive Baptlst
Churchn by Llneia S. EandaLl
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sEiEcTixo lt siTE rCIa THE cou3fHo_rJsE

Frem Stafford Oounty' Legislative Fetltions at
the Ylrginie State Llbrary, H,ic'hmondn Virglniar
,fusuant to an Aet of the Assembly appointlng
us Oonmlsgloners for the purpose of choosing a
Frcper plaee for buildlng a Court House and
Prlson in the County of Stafford, The
strrveyor of the seld County prcduced. a plan of
e Suryey lately made of the said Cotmty and
slrouec us a place described by &he 0, the
place flxeci on by us &s the cenier in the sald
plarr, '*hlch plan in company of a considerabl"e
nunber cf lnhabitants af the said Csunty, ue
vlered irhlch proved to be a deep valley and we
trere lnfomeci and believerl lres very remote from
reter, f,rom thence the srlrveyor by our direction
measured to a place near !.nthony Fieklints at
the tretter ilXE bearing N 6Te Hest Z3lr poles
fnom the eenter, irhich place after viering
geveral others, rre are of opinlc:r ls an
agreeable e.nd proper place for erecting the
Court House and that there is a plenty of
good water snd ti-mber convenient. That from
the Letter rXr to nHr the place where this
court ts now hetrd, bears S 86 E 1lirl po1e, i.t

aJ.so appears to us f,rom our own vien and the
infor:nation of a number of lnhabitants of the
said County ihere are roads headlng from the
A. Fieklinrs to alrnost all parts of the said
County which requires but l-ittle opening, for
further pertieulars ne refer to the surveyorrs
plan and rep*rt given under our hend the first
day of, Hareh 1781.

lo the idorshipful CIourt af $tafford County

Joseph Erook, F. Thornton, Jemes Leui.s

To th* Iion*rabl"e -;; of Burgesses and to 'bhe

Speaker *r' ttr* se$e--The Fetition of sundry
the inhabi*zurts of Stoff*rd. County humbly
therewiirr" thet f,rom an Act of *,ssemb1y made
the last session eppointing Comnissioners from
the County of $potsytrvanla to ascerteln the
eenter of tl:e County of St,afford in order to
fj"x the Court F{ouse, which said Cormnissioners
did by crrtting off a neck cf land on the north
side of, Aquia Creek conlaining nearly one
eighth of the people in tire County, and also
another corner of land on Muddy Creek contain-
lng nearS-y or quite as rsany as the other, have
fixeri a pl"ace fcr "euj-i<ii.ng tyls Court Hcuse
near tire uppei" edge ci tne io:::rt;r within six
cr e-g.nt n:ies of li.s bg,c:i i.-r:e. To xhich
plaee riicre peopie sj.i-i have i'rorn eigh|een tc
txenty mi1es, than there i*i11 be that si11
have to the non Court fourteen niles. Your
Petltioners therefore humbiy beg leave to 1ey
before yeur Honorable House the situation of'
6u:. gor::nty respecting our Oourt House.

To bhe plaee rhere it aon stands no man sil1
have ruore ihan fifteen miles to court from
the remotest end of the County and a fen frorn
the oppasile sldes uj"}l have fourteen niles,
from and to, r*hich place from slL parts of the
County there is g*cd roaCs cut and cleared., ue
have a Court Hcuse and Frj-son a}-ready built
uhich will iast f*r many Sresrs--l,lcir to the
place fixed. on b3r tile eeffiiltlsstoners for build-
ing, the peopL* on ttre north side of Aquia
Creek an"e from ${uddy Creek wiLl have from
eighteen r* twenty milee to *r:urt, where those
oppcsi'ur,, r*n Happaharrnock will not have more
than six or eight rniles, as this is a tnre
st*te ol' txe e:-tuation erf our eounty respectinl
the Court l{s:}use" Your Fetitioners hr:nbJ-y beg
that yor:l' llonorabLe ltouse adll contlnue the
Court House shere i.i no*r ls and not burden us
nith the enonnous expense of, building a nerr
Court Honse and Prison having already as many
taxes to pay Ls ue aen peissibie discharge.
And your Petitioners &s in duty bound sheil
ever praJr. November ?2, 3?&l"tt

Signed by over 100 Staftord residents"



UPCOHIHS EVE}TtS

APRIT 21 . *. The prograrn for this general
membership meeting ,ri1} feeture
Hr. Robert X. Krlck, Chief Historian of
tl:e National Park Serviee, Fredericksbrarg
anei $potsylvania National l.{ilitary Park,
wha will speak or: Lhe itlrnpact of the
eit.il Wan on Civiliens in Stafi'ord County.n
The meeting, to 'he held at Chatham, u111
begin et ?s30 p"m"

APRIE ?3 ".. Free uorkshop sponscred by the
iiearthstone Bookshop (10t S. Columbus
Street, A-lexandria, Virginia) on
sFreserving and Dating Oio Photographs.n
Leern hos to interpret and prolect olci
phoicgraphs from a man uho ought to knor,
Hr' 'riiliian Stapp, the errrator oi
photography ror lhe Na.-ional portrait
Gal}+ry. The eorkshop wili be he.r-ci at the
Bi*entennial Center, 201- Soutn -,tasnington

$flreet, Alexandr:-a, Yirginia at 10:00 a.m.

.A,PEII, 25 ". " Free pu.b]ic iecture sponsoreci by
tne !,1ery l{ashington College Center for
Hisioric Preservation. Mr. 'iriilliam Kelso,
res-deni archaeologist at t{ontlcello niII
apeak on ,rDigging Iato the past;
A:rdira**l,ogy snd ilistoric Preservatlen at
Mcntieel.io,tt The leetureu to be held in
}.{snr*e Hal-i *n the Mrle eampus, ri1). begin
et 7;00 p,nn,

HAY 8*1il . ., The Natlonel frust for Histori"c
Freservation is addressing the natlonal
h*using sirortage in iLs preservation Week
e.eti"vi*i"es. rrFre$errration Is Housing
Americatt is this yearts therne, and nearly
51000 loeal snd statewide preservation
groups anei city governments are expected to
par*i*J"pate wlth leclures, walklng tours,
uc::kshops and .Cifun festivals. Artrsens,
?:utldi.ilg supply firms er:d housing
*urr:tracters &re also expe*ted to joia i:r"ur*:'ksi:rtps. For more i:ri'ormatio* eoniaet
the T:-ust"?s Fre$ervat,isn '*Jeek t{etiouel
t**reiina.tsr et {?02) 6?l-l}1i1"

ffAY 1? * " , Board meeting oll i{istorj.c Felmouth
T*wne a.nd Stafforei Cor.enty, Iuc.

-iUl,fK $*i1 ". . ?he Center for. Historie
f,':'ss*rvation *f !4erlr l.Iashlngton College
ltas eomrpiet,*d plans for j"t,s annual suntmer
*onf*renee, ?he *opie of this yearts
meeting j-s ftsaving Southern Bulldings:
Ther Lax. and the Froflts.e As the title
i.nd,ir:xt,esr tire focus will be on the lega1

and economle espeets of buildlng reuse,
rith emphaeis on Virginia and the South.
?he conference *rJ.11 provlde both &R ov€r-
vies of the status of preservatlon today
and I-nd.epth eonsideratlon of the varlous
elements-*f inaneing, tax incentlves,
ordlnanees, pleminge lltigation--rhich
comprise the preservation process. The
Iirogrem will inelude a ri.d.e diverstty of
plenary sessicns, wonkshops., trrd on-slte
tours, involving over twenty-fi.ve
dist3eguistreel and experienced, specialists
drawn flro:a a variety of professions.
Socj"ai a*ti-vi{ies w11i include an opening
reeept,io* eci Thursday at Treneh H111 aad
dinner. on Frieiay evenlng at The Chlmneys.
The con-feience iceynote acidress rl)-[ be
delivereci b;' ltr. i'{ichael Ains1ie, president
of the Nati-ona,-L Trusl for Historle
Preservation. For registration informatlon
mi-te the ConfereRee Coordinator, Ffi{C
Cenler for Historic Freservation, 915 Uonror
Street, Freciericksburg, Vlrginia zilJOL.

JUNE 10 .., Bosrd meetlng of Historic Fa}nouth
Towne and Stafford Countye Inc.

JU}{E 1"8 & 13 ... Staff,urd County History Falr
at John fee Prat* &Bd St" 03air Brooks
Hemoria-l Parks. A eivil .v{ar reenactmentyill be featured as well as arts and crafts.
The enxiously aualted. eookbook of Historic
FaLnouth Toyn* end Stafford Countyr Inc.
irill make its debut, Wstch the loea1
nerspaper fer spe*lflc detalls regardlng
eveRts 

"

JUIY A1 .. " Boarri m*etlng *f Hj-storie Felnouth
Tovne and Stafr'ord fountys trne.

SEPfEUBffi 17 .. " j,rinual Chicken Barbecue of
Historj"c Faino';tn Ter*n:e enei Stafford Corurty,
Ine"

OCTOBEE L5 " ,. Feli '.a'alking Tour of Historic
Fal$outh T-r',e:.ne

NElr lIn'E Fits{B.Eii.s

Mrs. Shamon L. Brosn of Pirre lill"l, l{J
Ms. Tarnar& M. Broun of Flne i{iil, NJ
l,{rs. f,i.J"llan G" Kendall of Frederieksburg
Ms. May E. IJngemach cf i{ovato, CA



OUF" COOKBCIC}H T$ T}{E BAXIHG!

At the ilarch meeting of ihe Board o"f llircctors of i{i"s*orj.c Fa}mouth Torne
errd Stafford County, Inc", the C*ox"roek narre was eircses: fro:a ersng 50 entrles.

UaFE-Tu3S* & -cc9$sAqk:4 {{&vAWIiIy "SSsI34qr

rr&s suggested by Alaric R. Haosrego:", ItrI whc tl:eref+r"e l*ins a Coakbook as
his prize. A nu:nber *f cth.er lnt,erestireg entriee 41"*tr reeeiveci serloue
consideration. *ur thanks gn"to al"} 'qho took tire ?,;-n* t*;nake suggestions.

The Oookbook will ne a limited editlon of 1r0S0 eopJ.es, so advance orders ere
encouraged" Hany rrambers have e"lneady reserved &s rn&&J. ae 3? eopies as gifts
for Christmas, birthrd.eys, weddings, sh*i*ers, or hospital:l-aed. f,riends.

The fookbook h*,s over 6$* reeipeo i& 18 categories as weLl es menJr proven
householei hi-nts. O,rer 1O0 Histcric Falmouth T*nr:le end Stafford eounty, Inc"
mesbers from all cver" t"h* crruntryn anct many friexds have shered their favorlte
reeipes. Iiany of, tl:e naei"pes are srfle$iil3r scer'etstt and some &tre so old that
they reere never writien doim before"

In add:,iion. alnost j0 su:=iehes sf histcrte ncm€e., rh:::'cries and ct,her historic
sites, riih a,i'.J.s-uori', r.s\:? --ji;ei, r--s;El'::.:ea, air,,: -;re;s-z.e: oy Dr. l.l . glerrart (jones.

The debut cf the Coakbook nil1 be er, tne Staffcr'<i County History Fai.r ln .luae
and there&fa,€r g-i1L be ariailaole j,n gift shcps and book stores ra the area.
Bu?, don!+" be left ou.L -- gr*oer l,cur co.o:r r,cciayi

',rten availabie in June, please ru-sh me ccries c,f :

H'-:1RE T}{AJ'I A ffii(BOOK--A FI,AYOR.T.Ui HEBT?.&GE

I era e.traJ-asing
book,

Neme;

ny B&)ine]ii or $7.95;.Lus "rll"ili fo:. post,:ge Enrl hand1i.ng for eaeh
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